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“Ritsa”, #1, 2020.

This edition of “Ritsa” magazine is dedicated to Zviad Gamsakhurdia, the first President of Geor-
gia and his literature - his poems, essays, letters and critics. His article « Konstantine Gamsakhurdia
and Christianity» is of special importance.

The magazine has several rubrics: politics, history, documentary prose, artistic prose, poetry,
critics, memoirs, ethnography, interviews, photo archives, history of one poem.

Professor Jemal Gamakharia, chairperson of the Supreme Council of Abkhazia, describes the
political situation and recent history of Abkhazia and personal role of Zviad Gamsakhurdia in this
history.

In the documentary prose rubric Jemal lonatamishvili tells us about 1991-1992 civil war in Thilisi,
when Georgians opposed each other. The novel is entitled “The War of Georgians”. The author has
witnesses the developments and thus he describes the history in a very impartial way.

Writer Irma Kekelidze shares her emotions in the same rubric. She recalls the two Christmas
days: one in 1992 in Grozni and the other one in Georgia, in present times. The novel is entitled
“From Christmas to Christmas”.

In the prose rubric you can read the novel of Konstantine Gamsakhurdia “Taboo” which dates to
1925. This piece of literature of the great writer represents his vision of the future of Georgian and
Abkhaz relationship. It is an amazing prophecy of devil opposing these two ethnic groups of brotherly
people, and the devastating effects of such opposition on their motherland, which we have seen in
Abkhazia.

In the memoirs rubric we offer to your attention the works of the three authors: Nerse Batsash,
Jemal Shonia and Zaur Bedia. The three of them recall their relations with the family of Gamsakhur-
dia at various stages of their lives.

Nerse Batsash is a sculptor from Sukhumi, Laz by ethnicity. It was because of his ethnic belong-
ing that the great writer Konstantine Gamsakhurdia was first interested in him. Soon the famous
writer and the young sculptor became friends. Memories of Nerse Batsash are about advises and
support he was receiving from the writer.

Zaur Bedia is a legendary pilot. He recalls the main flight of his life when he safely transported the
persecuted President to Grozni.

Jemal Shonia shares the history of his relationship with the President. These period covers the
years when Zviad Gamsakhurdia was a dissident, later when he became the President of Georgia,
and also the time when the war in Abkhazia had finished.

In the rubric “Interview” readers are offered answers to questions of Ritsa magazine by Konstan-
tine Z. Gamsakhurdia; also, “symbolic interview” with Zviad Gamsakhurdia, which was compiled
based on questions he was asked by Georgian students at one public lecture and which was later
published in various media.

Famous publicist Nikoloz Kilanava’s article “The Whip of Achigvara” is published in the rubric Eth-
nography. In his novel “Kidnapping the moon” Konstantine Gamskhurdia often mentions the whip of
Achigvara. What kind of whip it was? And what is most important how and who made it? These are
the issues described in detail in this article of N. Kilanava, which attributes high ethnographic value
to the work.

In the photo archives chapter, journalist Irakli Shonia shares several photos from his personal ar-
chive and related memories. Our magazine was also granted the exclusive right to publish photos of
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Mme Kristina Kilanava: depicting intelligentsia of Gali, who were regularly visiting Konstantine Gam-
sakhurdia and were taking care of his “Colchian Tower” and the surrounding yard, as this famous
house was located on Gali street. Such way of expressing love towards the great writer is indeed
unique.

Mme Tsitsino Maghlapheridze, curator of the Merab Kostava Museum, shares the story of a poem
“To My Borther in Christ”’, which Merab Kostava dedicated to Zviad Gamsakhurdia. It is well-known
that Zviad highly appreciated this poem and he was right, as it describes in an artistic way the story
of their friendship, mutual support and self-sacrifice.

Professor Tsiala Meskhia’s article: “Engagement of the Moon” of Zviad Gamsakhurdia - musi-
cal-esthetic and thoughtful symphony” is as well offered to readers’ attention.

Rubric “Translations” publishes poetry of Charles Bodler translated by Zviad Gamsakhurdia. In
the same rubric you can also read the work of Professor Maia Miresashvili “Zviad Gamsakhurdia and
issues of translation”, where the scientist speaks about Zviad Gamsakhurdia’s translations of Walt
Whitman, Charles Bodler, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Thomas Stearns Eliot and others.

On the inner side of the back cover of the magazine the handwritten copy of a poem is published.
It belongs to the leader and the spirit-maker of the National movement in Abkhazia — Vova Vekua.
This poem is dedicated to Patriarch of Georgia Ambrosi Khelaia, who was in the forefront of those
who opposed the Soviet regime and even lost his life for the love to the Motherland. Vova Vekua
thus writes: “My soul belongs to God, my heart — belongs to the Nation, you Bolsheviks — may have
just my remains!” These words also well-correspond to the main hero of the present edition of our
magazine — Zviad Gamsakhurdia, his activities and his commemoration.

The conceptual idea of the magazine is expressed through the installation which placed on its
cover page. It is the artwork of the painter Andro Vekua, who currently lives and works abroad. The
main idea of the installation is the human body left outside the house, while its head (i.e. the idea, the
essence, consciousness) is still within the native space. For internally displaced population of Abkha-
zia it is a painful and a very familiar theme... The first President of our country Zviad Gamsakhurdia,
who shared our fate at the end his life and got displaced from his native town, his country... He, like
us, used to have his own house in Abkhazia named “Apsua Abaa” which means “The Abkhazian
House”.

The back cover of the magazine features the joint photo of Zviad Gamsakhurdia and Merab
Kostava taken in Abkhazia. This photo is the last thing we offer to the readers of the first 2020 edition
of Ritsa magazine. The choice is not accidental: when looking at this photo, we feel that it is the souls
of these (and other such) patriots that will lead us back to our Abkhazia.

Editor in Chief - Nana Kardava
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