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This edition of our “Ritsa” magazine happened to be a heavy one... so was its theme
-“Artist and war”. We offered the space of our magazine to representatives of different fields
of art, as they have much to recall and say.

The tragic history of Sokhumi Georgian Drama Theatre is presented in the letter of Mad-
am Liana Mikashavidze, Honored artist of Georgia; you will get surprised to learn what
Georgian artists had to go through, cope with and sacrifice; how strong was their battle, held
on a stage, it was their own war for the integrity of their homeland and thanks to God, they
are still alive and continue working as a displaced theatre, here in Tbilisi, at 68 Uznadze
street, at Konstantine Gamsakhurdia Georgian Theatre of Abkhazia.

This edition also offers its readers nice poetic pieces, from authors representing differ-
ent age groups. They are united by the common pain — their Motherland, occupied. Some
of them are sad about the past, some — are worried of the present days, but despite this, an
optimistic mood is back to readers by a call to Abkhazia - “ You shall wait for us”- as poet
Batu Danelia said it.

All prose works in the magazine were selected with the same principle. A pacifist thinking
prevails here. It is noticeable, how much the writers, who lived through the war hate it: on
one hand they are unable to forget their experience, on the other hand — they clearly say that
war is the biggest shame of mankind and greatest evil, that it shall never ever happen again.
The same spirit is shared by the literary critics, reviewers and analysts, whose wonderful
pieces will be of interest for our readers.

The magazine will recall the deep tragedy of great Georgian writer Chabua Amirejibi
- the death of his son in Abkhazia. We published the genetic scheme showing that Irakli
Amirejibi, who died in Abkhazia for the idea of united Georgia, was the direct descendent of
Mikheil Shervashidze, the last Prince of Abkhazia.

The cover page of our magazine requires special attention, presenting the portraits of two
poets, sharing similar fate. These photos were taken in peaceful times in Sokhumi. There-
fore these artists look very happy. But the war neither had mercy on them: Georgian poet
Eter Samkharadze was killed by Abkhazians; similar was the fate of the Abkhaz poet Taif
Adjba, killed by Georgians. Nobody knows where their graves are. War does not distinguish
between nationalities, it just kills! Wars are primarily crucial towards artists. Painters Chola
Kukuladze and Slava Denisov, poet Ivane Tarba and family of actor Vakhtang Elerdashvili...
Sadly, there are many more names to recall, the names which left the footprint as deepest
tragedies in Georgian history and consciousness.

And yet, as a symbol that evil will always be defeated by good, the last cover presents
the landscapes of Slava Denisov’s peaceful Sokhumi, too colorful, may be, for this edition
of Ritsa magazine. However, we did it purposefully, because we believe that war must be
defeated by peace!
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